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International and national laws work together for the 
governance of space activities
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No one sees the future coming.

• This “telephone” has too many shortcomings to be 
seriously considered as a practical form of communication. 
The device is inherently of no value to us.
– Western Union internal memo, 1878

• Heavier-than-air flying machines are impossible.
– Lord Kelvin (1824-1907), British mathematician and physicist, 

1895
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Sources of Space Law

• Traditional Law
• International Treaties

• International Agreements
• National Laws

• National Regulations
• National Policy
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International Law

• United Nations Committee for the Peaceful Use of Outer Space

– Outer Space Treaty – 1967 – a cold war compromise
• No claim of sovereignty allowed
• State responsibility for damage done by private actions

– Rescue and Return Agreement – 1968
– Liabillity Convention for damage done by space objects – 1972
– Registration Convention – 1976
– “Moon Agreement” – 1979 – not widely adopted 

• United Nations Resolutions (nonbinding)
– Direct Broadcast TV
– Nuclear Power use in space
– Remote Sensing
– Role of National Law 
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International Agreements

• Intergovernmental Agreement for the Space Station
– Sets the program duties of each partner state
– Defines jurisdictional authority over station elements
– Sets rules for intellectual property and data security
– Defines jurisdictional authority over crew members
– Limits liability between partner states

• Multilateral  and Bilateral agreements for space cooperation
– Brazil and Ukraine for use of Alcantra launch site
– Remote sensing ground stations
– Scientific cooperation for interplanetary stations and landers

– Latest is the Artemis Accords: a series of non-binding multilateral 
arrangements between the United States government and 42 other 
other world governments as of June 2024 that elaborates on the 
norms expected to be followed in outer space.



Artimus Accords states (June 2024)

CHINA AND RUSSIA HAVE NOT JOINED
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U.S. Constitution - Amendment 10
Amendment 10 - Powers of the States and People

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people.
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US National Space Law

• Consititution

• Federal Statutes:
– NASA Act – 1958
– Commercial Space Act of 1998
– FCC Act – ITU – communications satellites
– FAA – Commercial Launch Act 
– Commercial Remote Sensing Act
– General Jurisdiction extended to US registered spacecraft
– Patent Law extended to US registered spacecraft
– Law controlling crew on the space station
– Export control and national security law

• State and Local Law – What applies in Space?
– Marriage on the MIR – Texas
– Wrongful Death of Astronauts
– Contracts and torts generally are state laws in the USA
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Background

• The U.S. space program today has 3 sectors:
– Civil (NASA)
– Military (Department of Defense – CIA – NRO)
– Commercial -Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

• Licensing and Regulation does not control industry - Market 

• The commercial sector was created in 1984 with the passage of the 
Commercial Space Launch Act.

• Responsibility for this sector was given to the Office of Commercial Space 
Transportation, which was originally a staff office within the Department of 
Transportation.

• Today, space transportation is one of the lines of business within the FAA.
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Who Needs a Launch License?

• Commercial Space Launch Act of 1984 requires U.S. citizens to obtain a 
license prior to conducting the launch of a launch vehicle

• Only exception is for missions conducted by and for the government (such 
as launches by NASA or the U.S. Air Force)

• Over the last 20 years, there have been 170 licensed launches, without 
any fatalities or property damage to the uninvolved public.



Spurring Private Aerospace 
Competitiveness and Entrepreneurship 

Act of 2015

Signed by President Barack Obama on 25 
November 2015 explicitly allows 

“US citizens to engage in the commercial 
exploration and exploitation of 'space 
resources' [including ... water and 
minerals]." 

The Act further asserts that "the United 
States does not [(by this Act)] 
assert sovereignty or sovereign 
or exclusive rights or jurisdiction over, or 
the ownership of, any celestial body.
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Payload capacity
100,000 kg (220,000 lb; target is 150 metric tons) 100 passengers 
Length:  50 m (160 ft)
Production Status:  In development
Built: 3 test articles

Range:  Anyplace on Earth in 45 minutes; Earth orbit; if refused in space, Moon or Mars

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Test_article_(aerospace)






Any sufficiently advanced technology is 
indistinguishable from magic.

Arthur C. Clarke

One man's 'magic' is another man's engineering. 
'Supernatural' is a null word.

Robert A. Heinlein
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The resources 
of our solar 
system are 
effectively 

infinite.  The 
mineral wealth 

of just 50 
asteroids would 

be enough to 
support a 

civilization  of 
more than10 

trillion people.
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Where do you want your grandchildren 
to be at the end of this century?
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“Audentes Fortunas Juvat” 
Fortune Favors the Bold

We’re not where we want to be, 
We’re not where we’re going to be,
BUT we’re certainly not where we 
were yesterday.

M.L. King Jr., Jan ‘68
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Art Dula

art@dula.com
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